
IMKERHELDEN  
Safety Evaporator

Manual

Read the instructions carefully and keep the manual for further reference. For more information go to www.imkerhelden.de

What makes the Imkerhelden Safety Evaporator special?

• The square base gives it stability and secures it against falling over

• The raised, turned-up edge at the bottom prevents leakage or overflow

• Its 1mm high-grade steel base makes the use of an additional saucer obsolete

• Made from 100% high-grade steel and can therefore be used again

The use of Varroa treatments is subject to respective local regulations and authorization. We accept no 
responsibility or liability for the application of the Imkerhelden Safety Evaporator, for potential damage 

to bees or the materials used or the health and safety of the people applying the treatment.  
Users of the Imkerhelden Safety Evaporator act on their own authority.

After a few minutes, the oxalic acid begins to evaporate. After about 30 minutes it should be fully evaporated.  

Oxalic acid vapour can emerge from the beehive during the procedure, even from the hive entrance. Do not stay in 

the vicinity of the beehive while the procedure is ongoing. Keep your distance for a safe observation of the process 

and, again, keep in mind the direction of the wind. During the evaporation process oxalate crystals will adhere to the 

reinforcement fabric, the inner walls of the super and the inner cover. Sometimes the oxalic acid on the edged lid of 

the safety evaporator does not evaporate fully, even until the tea light has burnt out. If so, the remaining oxalic acid is 

left as a flaky, umbrella-shaped crystal structure on the evaporator lid. The outcome of the treatment is not affected by 

that. Repeat the treatment of the hive with the safety evaporator at least once. Depending on the severity of the Varroa 

mite infestation you should apply the second treatment with the safety evaporator within 2 to 6 weeks after the first 

treatment. Remove all gear and the super only after the last treatment and rinse with water wearing protective gloves. 

Keeping the empty super and the open mesh floor over the winter should not harm the bee colony. The after-treatment 

clean-up would then have to be made in spring.

 

All information are supplied here to the best of our knowledge and belief.  
Do be careful when using this product, especially when handling the oxalic acid.  

The seller accepts no liability for improper use of the product and oxalic acid. 
Application of the safety evaporator and all related gear and substances at own risk.

Description:



Procedure:

1. Remove the protective film from the safety evaporator before the first use.

2. Wear acid-resistant protective gloves and goggles at all times, both during the preparation and any follow-up 

activities of the treatment.

3. Open the beehive and cover it with reinforcement fabric (not included in delivery). Be careful not to trap bees on 

the top bars of the frames.

4. Place the empty super on top. It must not contain any bees or wasps. Check again before putting the inner cover 

in place.

5. Place the safety evaporator in the middle of the reinforcement fabric and the tea light (not included in delivery) in 

the middle of the safety evaporator.

6. The square-shaped lid is filled with 2g of Varroxal powder with the curvature pointing downwards. The Varroxal 

powder is available in beekeeping stores or on the Internet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. After lighting the tea light place the square, edged lid containing the oxalic acid on top of the safety evaporator. 

Close the super with the inner cover and the sheet metal cover immediately. Put the film on top of the inner cover 

underneath the sheet metal cover. Do not stretch the film underneath the wooden cover as it could melt in the 

process and fall on the safety evaporator with the burning tea light. Should you be treating several bee colonies 

at once, prepare all safety evaporators in their respective places before then lighting all tea lights at once and 

closing off the supers with their cold, square covers. As regards the order of bee colonies receiving this treatment, 

take into account where the wind is coming from and work in the opposite direction. Then leave the immediate 

surroundings of the beehives and keep your distance for the duration of the treatment.

For further information on Varroa mite infestation and the safety evaporator treatment read “Einfach Imkern”  

by Dr Gerhard Liebig, 4th edition published March 2020.

http://www.imkerhelden.de 


